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FOREWORD

This booklet is not intended to be considered a scholarl
treatise on the history of the Lenni Lenape Indians of New Jersey
but is primarily an introduction to those Indians of Southern Nev
Jersey whose persona possessions now form the collection o
artifacts accumulated during the lifetime of George J. Woodruff.



One fine autumn day a ten year old boy and hi mother were
picking up chestnuts across the road from their home in Woodruff,
New Jersey, when he found an arrowhead among the leaves. Hi
mother explained that the Indians had once lived in the area and had
made such arrowheads for use in their hunting. This sparked the
interest in George Woodruff that led to his lifelong hobby of
collecting Indian artifacts from al over southern New Jersey. He
became an authority on the subject and was a charter member of the
Archeological Society of New Jersey which was formed in Trenton
in 1937.

The George J. Woodruff Collection comprises 20,000
specimens displayed in a museum which is open to school groups,
scouts, and any interested organizations.

A very read factor in the success of anyone hunting Indian
artifacts is knowing where to look. The Indians located their villages
and campsites near a stream where transportation was readily
available. We have learned much as to where and how they lived by
hunting and digging along the streams of this area. These include the
Cohansey and Maurice Rivers and their tributaries, which flow out
into the Delaware Bay.

We are able to find evidence of an encampment by locating
fragments of pottery and fireplace stones. We look for chips of
stone, regects, and problematical materials (unfinished stone
artifacts). Surface hunting is easier when a field has been freshly
plowed, and especiadly after a soaking rain. While it may be true
that Indian artifacts are more difficult to find today, the Indians
lived in Cumberland County for thousands of years, and their
artifacts are still being found throughout the area. With interest and
determination anyone can become a collector of tools or implements
once used by the “Origina People of Cumberland County”.



The Indians who inhabited New Jersey at the time the
Europeans came, caled themselves Lenni Lenape, which literaly
means “Men of Men”, but is trandated to mean “Origina People’.

The English colonists called them “Delawares’, after the
river and bay along the banks and tributaries of which most of them
lived.

The Mins or Munsee (People of the Stony Country) lived in
the north. The Unami (People Down River) lived in the centrd part
of the state. The Unalachtigo (People Who Live Near the Ocean)
inhabited the southern part of the state in an area extending from
just north of Camden, across the state to the Delaware Bay.

In this account we are most interested in the Indians who lived
along the water courses of the Cohansey and the Maurice Rivers
and along the shores of the Delaware Bay. The Unalachtigo were &
peaceful, industrious, and quiet people who established relatively
permanent villages, leaving them only in their quest for food or furs.

We are told that all Lenni Lenape were somewhat similar to
one another in appearance; most of them were of medium height and
their bodies were well proportioned, dender and straight. Their hair
was coarse and black; their beards were scanty. Their teeth were of
medium size and very white.

Early records indicate that the Indians of New Jersey had an
excellent memory, a lively imagination, genuine wit, natura
understanding, and were very curious about things that were
happening about them. The inherent skill in using their hands is
evidenced by the beauty of the workmanship shown in each
delicately chipped arrowhead or elaborately decorated piece of
pottery which has been preserved to the present day.

For the most part, the Unalachtigo were not a warlike people,
no doubt because there was little reason for intertribal conflict.
There were probably never more than 10,000 Lenni Lenape living in
the entire state of New Jersey. At the time Cumberland County was
settled, there were perhaps 600 Indians living within this area,
occupying villages dong the Cohansey River near Greenwich and
along the Maurice River.

The three nations, the Mins, the Unami and the
Unaachtigo, each occupied a specific geographical area. In
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three subdivisions or “families’ bearing the same names and totem
insignia as those which apportioned the state, but had nothing to do
with the area in which the people lived. Members of the “family”
may have been required to marry outside their totem groups.
Each “family” was further divided into 12 clans, the exact
nature of which has not been determined. Under this system, the
territory occupied by “The People Who Live by the Ocean”, the
Unaachtigo, would have been divided into 36 areas. 12 for those
whose totem was the Wolf, 12 for those whose totem was the
Turtle, and 12 for those whose totem was the Turkey.
The clan possessed the land, but each individua owned his
persona effects. The clans were named for some place where their
ancestors had once lived, or for some characteristic peculiar to
them. The clan had a chief who inherited the position through his
mother. All children were born into their mother’s clan, not into the
father's.
Each of the three areas or nations into which New Jersey was
divided had a chief or sachem, but there was no chief over the whole
Lenni Lenape people. While it is not known just how it may have
worked in actual practice, here is a breakdown of the nations,
showing the poalitical structure of the state under the Indian
governmenta system.
L) iiri'
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Minsi Nation
“People of the Stony County”
Totem -The Wolf
Chief of the Minsi Nation

Minsi Family

Totem, the Wolf

12 Clans, each with a chief

Unami Family

Totem, the Turtle

12 Clans, each with a chief.

Unalachtigo Family

Totem, the Turkey

12 Clans, each with a chief.



UNAMI NATION
“ People who live down River”
Totem -The Turtle
Chief of the Unami Nation
Minsi Family
Totem, the Wolf
12 Clans, each with a chief.
Unami Family
Totem, the Turtle
12 Clans, each with a chief.
Unalachtigo Family
Totem, theTurkey
12 Clans, each with a chief.

UNALACHTIGO NATION
“ People who live by the Ocean”
Totem -The Turkey

Chief of the Unalachtigo Nation
Minsi Family
Totem, the Wolf
12 Clans, each with a chief.
Unami Family
Totem, The Turtle
12 Clans, each with a chief
Unalachtigo Family

Totem, The Turkey
12 Clans, each with a chief.



nations (or tribes) and the families bear the same names and totem
insignia. A Lenni Lenape boy could have been a Unaachtigo
because he lived in the southern division of the state. In addition, he
could have belonged to the Unami family of the Tuekahoe Clan.
While he lived in an area whose totem was the Turkey, his
personal totem would have been the Turtle. It might also be noted
that while the Turtle was shown in its entire form, the Wolf was
represented by a print of its paw, and the Turkey by its foot.

PEMNNSYLVANIA

BURLINOTON TRAIL ===m====
LD CAPE ROAD TRAIL =pe=ass
MAHAHAWKIS TRAIL « o b pes
COHAMSEY TRAIL -sessasbs

MAP OF NEW JERSEY

Showing Divisions. Totems. and Trails
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All of southern New Jersey was covered with open forest. That
is, there was little or no underbrush other than in the relatively few
areas where the original forest had been destroyed by fire or
hurricane. Such areas were easily avoided when hunting or
traveling.

The territory occupied by the Unaachtigo was crossed by four
major trails from the Delaware River to the ocean. The first, known
as “The Old Cape Trail”, originated at Trenton and ended near
Somers Point. The second, beginning a Burlington joined the
Cohansey Trail and continued to Cape May. The third started at
Camden and ended near Toms River. The fourth, the “Cohansey
Trail”, began at Burlington and ran through what is now Camden,
Gloucester, Salem, Cumberland, and Cape May counties.

There were countless intermediate trails formed by the hunters
and by the Indian people for the purpose of intervillage visiting.
These trails were utilized as roads by the colonists when they settled
the area. It was not until about the time for the Revolution that the
roads of Cumberland County were sufficiently developed to permit
the use of wheeled vehicles. Mot travel by the early settlers was by
horseback or by water.

Lenni Lenape Food

Indian food was obtained by means of hunting, fishing,
gathering, and farming. The extensive forests of southern New
Jersey provided a large and varied assortment of game: deer, ek,
bear, fox, raccoon, opossum, muskrat, beaver, squirrel and rabbit.
These were either shot with bow and arrow or trapped, and they
provided both meat and fur. Their pelts were used for clothing and
to provide the thongs with which the stone implements were fastened
to wooden shafts and with which their clothing was sewn.

The grassy meadows aong the Delaware Bay and the water
courses of the Cohansey and Maurice Rivers attracted huge flocks
of ducks, geese and swan. Early records of the colonial period
describe a species of migratory pigeon so plentiful that they broke
down the limbs of trees on which they settled at night. Partridge,
guail and woodcock abounded and the wild turkey, the totem of the
Unaachtigo, was found in large



The only domesticated anima owned by the Indian of New
Jersey was the dog. The Indian dog was much like a woalf in
appearance and was at no time considered to be a pet. He served to
announce the arrival of strangers in the villages and as a scavenger
in disposing of refuse; be sometimes accompanied the hunters in
their search for bear or ek; and in the time of need he was used as &
source of food. It has been said that there were many more dogs in
each village in the fall than there were in the spring! Still another
source of food in time of famine were the reptiles which abounded in
the forests and swamps of Cumberland County.

Fish were caught with the aid of awelir, net, bow and arrow or
club. The weir was a "V” shaped dam of stones with the point
beaded downstream Fishermen would start upstream and drag
toward the weir either a brush net made by lashing branches
together or a knotted net made of Indian hemp weighted down with
notched stone sinkers. The fish were thus driven into the narrow
opening of the weir or into shalow water where they were shat,
speared, clubbed or caught with the bands.

Oysters, clams, crabs, mussedls and other shdlfish were
gathered from the bay and dried or smoked over an open fire to
prepare them for storage until winter use. The shells were
sometimes pounded into a powder and used for tempering pottery.
Certain shells were also used for making ornaments or wampum.

While living at the shore, the Indians set up temporary camps
or shelters in wigwams covered with mats made of the reeds
growing by the water. They returned to the same campgrounds
every year, and piles of shells and camp refuse provide a source of
many Indian artifacts for the present-day collector.

A large part of the Indian diet was gathered. Women and
children gathered wild vegetable foods and fruits. persmmons,
grapes, beach plums, huckleberries, cranberries, strawberries,
blackberries, walnuts, hickory nuts, roots, and herbs. All were
placed and carried in the baskets which Indian women were skilled
in weaving from grass or thin strips of wood and bark. There was
also an abundant supply of wild honey. The Lenni



CULTIVATING CORN WITH A STONE HOE
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maple tree each spring.

Gardens were placed immediately beyond the village compound
and were cultivated by the women. The garden areas were cleared
by girdling the large trees so they would die, and then planting the
crops between them Each family plot included severa types or
varieties of corn, beans, pumpkins or sguash, and tobacco. The
beans were planted in the same hill as corn, so that the vines would
be supported by the corn stalks. Fish was used as fertilizer. During
the summer months the crops were cultivated with a crooked stick,
crudely chipped stone hoes or the shoulder blade of a deer tied to &
wooden shaft.

When planting his garden the Indian made no attempt to
maintain rows or a pattern; each vegetable was planted wherever
convenient between the stumps of the trees. In fact, to the Indian
mind the orderly plantings of the white settler were unnatural and
most unattractive. The Great Spirit did not plant trees in rows!

Much food was stored for winter use. Corn was parched by
roasting the dried kernels over afire and then placed in clay storage
pots sunk into the ground or in pits lined with leaves and bark.
Squash was cut strips, dried, and strung on poles which were then
placed across the ceiling of their buts. Highly prized bear fat or
grease was stored in skin bags.

Shelter

The Lenni Lenape did not live in the portable skin-covered
teepee so often pictured as the Indian home. The most common form
of shelter in the southern part of New Jersey was a rectangular
house measuring approximately ten by twenty feet.

In building their homes the Indians drove saplings into the
ground about two or three feet apart, outlining the size and the
shape of the house. The dender tops of the saplings were bent and
lashed together so as to form an arched or vaulted roof. Other thin
saplings were tied crosswise over the upright poles to make the
framework more secure. The frame was then shingled with large
pieces of bark peeled with stone tools from em, chestnut or cedar
trees. The shingles were tied to the frame and chinked with clay or
mud to make them weatherproof.

Inside the house raised platforms built around the walls
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platform sewed as seats, tables, and beds. The walls were covered
with mats made of reeds or rushes. Poles were fastened near the
celling, and from them dried foods and other family possessions
were suspended. There was an opening in the roof and under it was
afireplace consisting of acircle of stones.

The Unalachtigo village was always located near a stream or
river in order that water for their bathing and cooking would be
available and that their canoes would be near at hand.

Here in Cumberland County the villages were not surrounded
by the stockades found necessary in less peaceful areas. A large
council house was built in the center of what would become &
village. The wigwams or homes of the individual family units were
placed around it with no attempt to form “streets’ or an orderly
pattern of community design. Bath houses were constructed near the
water’s edge; one for women and one for men. Steam baths were an
important part of Indian life. Stones were heated in a fire and then
carried to the bath house, where steam was produced by throwing
water on the stones.

Transportation

Land transportation was by foot. The Indian was atireless
traveler, and the state was divided not only by the mgjor trails but
also by countless smaller trails leading from one village to another,
to favorite hunting grounds, or perhaps to a quarry where stone or
clay might be found.

Snowshoes, an Indian invention, were used in the winter.
Bundles were carried on the back, supported by a headband or
tumpline drawn across the forehead. Babies were carried on &
cradleboard on the mother’s back. The cradleboard could be hung
on a nearby tree while the mother worked in the garden or gathered
food from the forest.

Dugout canoes were used for water transportation in the
territory occupied by the Unaachtigo. These canoes ranged from
about 12 feet to 40 feet in length. The Delaware Indians did not use
the lightweight birch bark canoes of the northern Indian. This was
no doubt partially due to the fact that in the southern part of New
Jersey travel was accomplished on the slow-moving tidewater of the
streams and bay, The far greater



to build it.

The method of making a dugout canoe illustrates the effort and
determination expended in the accomplishment of Indian
craftsmanship. First, a sufficiently large tree must be felled. This
was achieved by burning a section near the base of a standing tree,
removing the charred portion with a stone axe and repeating the
dow process until the tree fell. The interior of the log was hollowed
out by placing burning coals upon the surface to be removed. As the
wood burned, the charred fragments were scraped away with a stone
adze or gouge. When the desired inside space was obtained, the
outside bark was removed and the canoe completed by forming the
pointed bow and stem.

Pottery

Lacking meta cooking utensils until after the Europeans settled
in Cumberland County, the clay pots made by the Indian women
were among the most highly prized possessions of each family.

Because the pottery was so fragile, it was rarely taken on
camping expeditions or even when the family moved to the shore for
a season of fishing or the gathering of shellfish.

Therefore, the finding of pieces of broken pottery is an amost
certain indication that an Indian village was once located on that
site.

In preparing to make a vessdl the clay was carefully cleaned of
pebbles and sticks before being kneaded with enough water to
achieve the proper working consistency. Crushed stone or shell was
mixed with the clay to act as a tempering agent which then
prevented the pot from cracking while being fired.

After kneading, the pliable clay was rolled into the form of &
rope which was then coiled, layer upon layer, to form the desired
shape of the vessdl. The bottom of the pot was conical in shape.
This was achieved by digging a small hole in the ground, lining it
with soft grass and then dtarting the coail in the base of the hole
gradually enlarging the diameter of the pot as each successive row
of clay was added.

When the pot was sufficiently large, the surface was smoothed
and the exterior decorated by covering it with
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with a pointed stick or bone. The mouth of the vessd was often
finished by pressing a rounded stick into the surface of the edge.

The clay pot was placed in the sun until it dried and was then
fired by partially filling it with hot coas and by building a fire of
dry wood around it. Making pottery was the responsibility of the
women and it is evident great pride was taken in the performance of
this aspect of Indian art.

An indication of the value placed upon the pottery is shown by
finding pots which have cracked with use, but have been mended by
boring holes on either side of the crack in order that it might be tied
together with strands of sinew after the crack bad been filled with
soft clay or pine pitch. The pot could then continue to be used for
the storage of dry materials.

Today much broken pottery is found in surface bunting or is
located by poking around in a wooded area near a known campsite
with a steel probe which has been attached to a wooden cane. The
ground is screened, picking out pieces of potsherds and fragments of
the broken bowls. When they have been fitted together and glued
into place they yield arestored clay pot.

Clay pots were used only for cooking or the storage of food.
The Indian rarely made bowls or other vessels from clay. Food was
served in bowls fashioned from wood, gourds, or tortise shells.
Ladles to transfer the food from the cooking pot to the bowls were
either carved from wood or were the necked variety of gourd so
easily adapted to this use. Shells or wooden spoons were sometimes
used as eating utensils.

Tool Making

While the Indian women were occupied with weaving,
gathering, cultivation of the gardens, and pottery making, the men,
in addition to hunting and fishing, manufactured the weapons, tools,
and implements used in their everyday life.

Flint or other stone used in the making of arrowheads,
spearheads, axes, or pestles was not native to southern New Jersey
and was obtained either by trading with other tribes or by traveling
long distances to an area in which it might be found in plentiful

supply.
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Pottery Making
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Quartzite found in the vicinity of Greenwich and which was highly
prized by the Unalachitigo of Cumberland County. Materias which
were to be shaped were buried for a period of time in the belief that
the stone could be more easily and accuratdly formed if it were
freshly taken from the earth.

Caches of partidly finished arrowheads have been found,
indicating that the maker had accumulated a store of tips for his
arrows, needing only the finishing touches to prepare them for use.
The edges of the arrowheads and spearheads were flaked or chipped
to produce the sharp cutting edge needed to penetrate the skin of the
animal which was being bunted.

Reeds or young shoots of trees were used to form the shaft of
the arrow. The stone tip was fastened to the shaft with sinew and fib
glue. The materia from which a spear shaft was made was obtained
by splitting a tree trunk, seasoning the strips of wood, and then
painstakingly rounding and smoothing them to form the shaft and to
insure accuracy when thrown. A specialy grooved stone was used
in smoothing and shaping the spear shaft.

Cdts, axes, gouges, pedtles, and the adze were made of
porphyry, granulated quartz, sandstone or similar materials; stone
which could be used for pounding without shattering or breaking
into smaller pieces. While these materials could not be flaked to
produce a cutting edge, they were ground and beveled with a harder
rock to shape them for the intended use.

The mortar used with the pestle for grinding corn or other foods
was sometimes made of stone, but ordinarily consisted of a tree
stump or piece of log hollowed out by the same process used in the
congtruction of the dugout canoe.

Still another pastime with which the men were engaged, was
that of making wampum from the shell especially gathered for this
purpose. To form each bead of wampum required many hours of
careful cutting and drilling with the primitive equipment of the
Indian.
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Within 150 years after their first rea contact with the white
man, there were amost no Indians left in Cumberland County. In
1638 the Swedes established bunting camps aong the Wahatquenak
(Maurice) River where it has been recorded they killed thousands of
geese for their feathers. In the first year of Swedish trading with the
Unaachtigo of Cumberland County 30,000 pelts were shipped to
the fur markets of Europe.

As game became increasingly scarce many of the Unalachtigo
moved to Pennsylvania, Delaware and Maryland where the heavily
wooded land offered better opportunities for bunting.

With the arrival of the colonists came many changes to the
Indian way of life. Stone axes were replaced with the much more
efficient iron axe and adze. A canoe could be made in a fraction of
the time formerly required to laborioudly chip away the charred bits
of wood to fashion the dugout used by the Unalachtigo. Guns for
hunting were greatly sought after, but because the powder was
expensive and difficult to obtain, triangular arrowheads were made
from bits of sheet metal. These were more easily worked than the
stone formerly used.

Women gladly gave up the chore of making their fragile
pottery in favor of using the sturdy iron pots in which they might
cook their food without danger of breakage. The durable,
comfortable clothing made from deer hide was replaced by the
women who coveted the long skirts and blouses worn by their white
neighbors. Soon after contact with the colonists, Indian mothers
abandoned the cradleboard, in spite of its convenience. Men in turn,
adopted trousers and bats like those worn by the traders.

With the arrival of the pioneers came the introduction of
sicknesses that were fatal to the Indian. Later, one of them hitterly
said that for every white man who settled in this area six Indians
died. Hundred of adult Indians died from illnesses we call
“childhood diseases’ such as measles, chickenpox and mumps. They
were especialy susceptible to smallpox and tuberculosis. The most
powerful herbs and incantations of their medicine men were
ineffective in the trestment of these diseases.

Another prablem that caused equal difficulty was the
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The Rev’d John Brainerd. a Presbyterian who bad been
commissioned as a missionary by ‘The Society for Propagating
Christian Knowledge’ who had their headquarters in Scotland, was
appointed superintendent of the reservation and worked among the
Indians until 1777. In failing hedth and as the result of the
destruction of his church and home in Mt. Holly by the Tories, John
Brainerd came to the village of Deerfield Street where he served ac
pastor until his death in 1781. While at Deerfield Street he
continued his oversight of the reservation in Brotherton, which is
now known as Indian Mills.

Although comfortable homes, a meeting house and a mill bad
been provided for the Indians at Brother-ton, as well as attempts
made to teach them useful crafts, the colony was not a particularly
successful venture. In 1801 the remaining sixty-seven adult Lenni
Lenape decided to accept the invitation of the Mohicans to join them
on their reservation at Oneida Lake in New York state. The land at
Brother-ton was sold and a portion of the proceeds used to transport
the tribe to Stockbridge Reservation; the balance was invested for
their later use.

After severd years at Stockbridge the Lenni Lenape, now
reduced to forty members, decided to move west to Wisconsin.
The New Jersey government used the balance of the funds
remaining from the sale of Brotherton to move them to this new
location.

After moving to Wisconsin, the tribe sent one of their people,
known as Bartholomew S. Calvin, son of the native schoolmaster
who bad served in Brotherton during the days of John Brainerd, to
negotiate for the sale of the bunting and fishing rights guaranteed
them in 1758. In his presentation of the request, “Wilted Grass’
prefaced his plea with these words, so reminiscent of the beauty of
phrasing for which the language of the Lenni Lenape was known:
“1 am old and weak and poor, and therefore a fit representative of
my people. You are young and strong and rich, and therefore fit
representatives of your people.” It is to the eterna credit of the
legidators of our state that the request was heard with both
sympathy and consideration.

When the desired payment for the hunting and fishing rights
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in behaf of his people, made the following statement which should
be cherished and known by the people of New Jersey:

“Not a drop of our blood have you spilled in battle; not
an acre of our land have you taken but by our

consent. These facts speak for themselves and need no
comment. They place the character of New Jersey in
bold relief, a bright example to those states within
whose limits our brethern still remain. Nothing save
benisons can fall upon her from thelips of a Lenni
Lenape.”

Upon the completion of this transaction which occurred in
1832, the pages of the history of the. Lenni Lenape in New Jersey
came to a close. All too little tangible evidence remains of the
presence of the Unalachtigo in Cumberland County other than the
exhibits of artifacts such as those contained in the collection made
by George J. Woodruff.

To the Undachtigo the land he knew by the name of
Shayakbee (a long strip of land extending into the water) could
provide ample space for coexistence with the fair people who came
in their great canoes from Europe. He bad no way of visualizing &
way of life other than that which he bad always known, so he gladly
shared his land with the white man who had no land. But, as each
ship arrived with more white settlers, more land cleared and more
fences built, there was smply less and less of his world remaining.
At no time did he resort to violence to regain what had once been his
own.

The presence of the Lenni Lenape in Cumberland County was
so peaceful and unobtrusive there islittle or no mention made of him
in the records of the newcomers who made their homes in this area.
Today the memory of the Indians who once roamed the quiet forests
and streams of the land conveyed to John Fenwick in 1676 is
primarily retained in the form of a few place names. However, there
remains much to be learned of the nature of the origina people of
Cumberland County from a study of those specimens of their
handiwork which have endured to the present as well as those
artifacts which are yet to be discovered by both amateur and
professional archeologists.
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LIZARD STONE

This rare ceremonial object has been identified as a lizard stone; an effigy
made of chert, a sedimentary flint. The lizard stone was found in the
vicinity of Cohansey.
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CLAY POTS
a. Found near Marlboro. The markings were made with a sharp stick.
This particular specimen has a large collar and has been decorated with
an unusual chevron design.
b. Found in Fairton near Ramoh Road. The sweeping design was
achieved by pressing rope into the soft clay before firing. The holes show
where the
broken pot had been mended. Preforations were drilled, the pieces bound
together with sinew and glued with pine pitch. Such mended vessals
were then used for the storage of dried foods.
c. This pot is of the shape and design most frequently found in southern
New Jersey. There is a marked similarity in decoration to pots found in
Mexico.
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ARROWHEAD AND SPEARHEAD

Thistriangular arrowhead is made of Cohansey Quartzite which quarried
on the Robert Ewing farm in Greenwich. The long narrow fish spear is
mode of brown flint.
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GORGETS

The gorget was sometimes used as on ornament, to fasten back the hair,
as fasteners or buttons on the loose shoulder robes worn during the
winter, or asaguard to protect the wrist from the back lash of the bow
string.
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1.

DRILL POINTS

The drill pointsillustrated are made of flint, jasper and quartzite and
were used for drilling a hole in other materials. They were fastened on a
wooden handle for leverage.
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Blade & Scraper

a. Made of brown flint with a sharp edge for cutting. Found at
Three Bridges near Canton.

b. The scraper is completely flat on one side with sharp cutting
edges for scraping fat from the hides of animals or for scaling fish.
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Net Sinker

This soapstone net sinker, with a complete groove, was used as &
weight for either fish nets or ahand line.
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BANNER STONES

The archaic ceremonial objects hove been carefully shaped. The perfect
hole which was drilled with a hollow reed, and and water may have
taken up to 3,000 hours to accomplish. The bannerstone was used as a
weight to produce thrust when throwing a spear It is believed to how
been a prized possession of the chief of the tribe.
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SHAFT SMOOTHER

Thisisarough stone withan abrasive quality need for the smoothing
and straightening the shaft for anarrowor spear.
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PESTLE AND MORTAR

a. The pestle is the pounding implement for grinding groin or

herbs

b. The soapstone mortar is the container for the material being ground.
Usually a wooden pestle was wed with a stone mortar or vice versa to
ovoid ground-up sediment being mixed with the food.
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BONE IMPLEMENTS

a. The bone awl was the Indian woman's needle for sewing clothing
and pulling strands apart when weaving.

b. The antler was used for flaking secondary chips and notching the
points when making arrowheads and spearheads. These artifacts
were found on the Riggins Farm and the Shoemaker Farm in
refuse pits near former Indian villages. The greasy soil acted as
apreservative in preventing absorption by the soil soil.
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Beads

a. These clay beads were found at Matt's Landing near Port Elizabeth on
the Maurice River. Found in a bed of charcoal, lying in a straight row.
indicated that they hod been fired but never removed by the Indian
woman who hod made them.

b. The copper beads were found near Beasley’s Point during the
excavation for a housing development. Deposits of copper have been
found in northern New Jersey.
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Pipes

a. Thisclay pipe was found intact on the Riggins Farm.
b. Restored cloy pipe found on the Riggins Farm. The Indians had
propagated tobacco and introduced it to the first settlers.
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